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12th March 2025 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Green Cat Hydrogen announces proposals for green hydrogen project at Chapelcross Energy Transition Zone 

Green Cat Hydrogen (GCH), a developer of green hydrogen projects, is launching a public consultation exercise for 
an exciting new project beside Chapelcross, near Creca, Dumfries and Galloway.  

GCH’s proposed project, which is subject to planning permission, will take place on South of Scotland Enterprise’s 
Energy Transition Zone. It aims to help kickstart the development of the main Chapelcross site, which is being 
taken forward by a variety of partners. 

If approved, the development of GCH’s green hydrogen facility can help transform the local economy by 
generating around 50 high-skilled jobs during operation, plus 150 jobs during construction. The hydrogen 
produced at the proposed facility will be used to decarbonise local industries.   

The Energy Transition Zone is located beside the main Chapelcross site and aims to attract significant inward 
investment focussed on green energy production. 

Once operational, the GCH facility would be capable of producing over 4,000 tonnes of green hydrogen per year, 
resulting in CO2 emissions reductions of up to 26,000 tonnes per annum - equivalent to planting 20,000 hectares 
of broadleaf forest.   

Work is underway on the preliminary engineering and environmental studies for the project, and a planning 
application is being prepared. 

Before the planning application is submitted to Dumfries and Galloway Council, GCH is holding two public 
consultation events, allowing the public to view the plans, learn more from the project team and provide feedback.  

The events will take place at the Creca Village Hall. The first consultation will be held on 1st April 2025, 2pm to 
7pm. The date and time of the second consultation will be announced on the GCH website – 
www.gchydrogen.co.uk.  

The information presented at the consultation events will also be available on the GCH website.  

Green Cat Hydrogen was established in 2022 to drive deep decarbonisation in carbon intensive sectors across the 
country. It is developing several further green hydrogen projects across Scotland, including in Perthshire and 
Orkney.   

Last year, a masterplan for the future of the main Chapelcross site was unveiled, showcasing the vision to develop 
it into a Green Energy Hub.  

The development of the hub will transform the local economy, creating the conditions for growth and actively 
kick-starting and progressively building a market with high value jobs, skills and activities in the green energy 
economy. 

The multi-million pound, Net Zero-focused development will include hydrogen production, storage and associated 
logistics, advanced manufacturing, energy and enterprise campuses. 

GCH will continue to work closely with partners to ensure the vision for Chapelcross is turned into reality. 

Gavin Catto, CEO at Green Cat Hydrogen, said: “The public consultation is an important part of the project 
development process.  

“We are committed to listening to the community’s views and working closely with local stakeholders.  

“The current project at Chapelcross is just the first phase of what we hope will develop into a significant 
partnership for Green Cat Hydrogen and our counterparts.  
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“The project represents a significant contribution to the transformation of Chapelcross into a major hub for this 
exciting new technology. 

“Green hydrogen is especially well-placed to solve the decarbonisation challenge faced in hard-to-electrify sectors, 
and we are drawing on our wide-ranging experience to move projects across Scotland forward at pace to meet 
significant anticipated demand.”  

Jane Morrison-Ross, Chief Executive at South of Scotland Enterprise, said: “As part of Scotland’s Green Industrial 
Strategy, and as the Natural Capital Innovation Zone for Scotland, we are committed to creating an environment 
for investment and growth, as we transition to Net Zero. 

“Our Energy Transition Zone beside Chapelcross is a catalyst to accelerate this ambition, and I am delighted Green 
Cat Hydrogen have unveiled their plans to be part of the site.  

“We know that Chapelcross is perfectly placed in the middle of the UK, and its history and future reflect the 
importance of innovation in energy production.  

“Green Cat Hydrogen’s proposals highlight again the South is the perfect place to invest and do business. 

“We would encourage the local community to engage with the upcoming public engagements events to find out 
more about Green Cat Hydrogen’s plans.” 

ENDS 
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Notes to editors 

About Green Cat Hydrogen 

Green Cat Hydrogen develops electrolytic (green) hydrogen projects to drive deep decarbonisation across carbon 
intensive sectors and geographies. The wider Green Cat group has been operating for 20 years, developing and 
supporting renewable energy projects across the UK and Canada.  

Established in 2022, Green Cat Hydrogen is the latest addition to the group and leverages the wider group’s 
knowledge and experience in delivering energy projects. 

In 2023, Green Cat Hydrogen received a multi-million-pound investment from RWE Energy Transitions 
Investments. This is allowing us to rapidly grow our team and expand our portfolio of projects. 

About South of Scotland Enterprise 

South of Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) supports businesses and enterprising communities throughout Dumfries and 
Galloway and the Scottish Borders. SOSE is here to help people and enterprises in the South to thrive, grow and 
fulfil their best potential.  

In 2023/24, SOSE: 

• Supported 1,300 businesses, social enterprises and community groups; 

• Of the 1,300 enterprises which SOSE engaged with and supported, 152 received grants which totalled 
£9.2million; 

• SOSE’s activities helped safeguard 1,316 jobs and create 377 posts; 

• SOSE made significant investments of £13.7m into business and community enterprises; 

• There was also a further £5.7m invested into 48 strategic projects to help transform the region. 

To find out more, www.southofscotlandenterprise.com    

Overall Chapelcross programme 

• The Chapelcross Programme includes a number of partners including Dumfries & Galloway Council, 
Nuclear Restoration Services (formerly named Magnox), Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), Scottish 
Enterprise, SOSE and Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal. 

• Chapelcross is a former nuclear power plant near Annan which is over 210 hectares in size. 
Decommissioning work at Chapelcross started in 2004.  

• The Chapelcross Programme provides the opportunity to build a new economy based on green energy 
production. 

• It will support the creation of significant local supply chain opportunities and high-value jobs. 

• Through the Programme, there will be opportunities for skills development and knowledge exchange 
creating a powerful force for change in the local economy, the Borderlands and Scotland. 

• It will bring together both the public and private sector creating strong allies to deliver the full potential 
of the Chapelcross site. 

• Dumfries and Galloway Council will support the region to achieve net zero status on or before 2040, with 
a move to become a carbon negative region by 2045 

• Nuclear Restoration Services and NDA are committed to safely and securely decommissioning the site. 

• More information about the CX programme is available at https://www.cxproject.co.uk/ 


